Summer Treasure Hunt and President's Picnic

By Jonathan Lingham


Oh my, it was hot!

But that didn’t stop a goodly number of us mustering in the car park at Jersey Zoo on Sunday morning, 9 August, all ready to motor gently (or not so gently) round the tight lanes of Trinity, St Lawrence, St John, and St Martin.  And in doing so we were desperately trying to link the fiendishly cryptic clues contained within Keith Ahlers' cleverly devised roadmap with twenty-four weird and wonderful objects scattered along the route. 

By way of example. Find the green shell. Spot the last digits of a wonky front number plate on a sad-looking VW Golf. What is the emergency contact number for Jersey Water?  Where was that entrance to Le Petit Tresor in Trinity? And just how big was that farm near the Steam Museum?  It was all great fun.  And my mental map of Jersey has been changed forever. 

Afterwards we gathered on the common at Gorey to have our homework marked. A dead heat, with two of us having correctly identified 23 of the clues.  A tie-break question was called for.  Almost fortuitously our beloved and hardworking President had mislaid the keys to her "modern".  The impromptu question 25 rather obviously suggested itself…who can find them first? After much searching of the field they were found lurking at the bottom of a cool-bag by the navigator of Team Timmy. The winner's prize of a bottle of pink champagne was duly awarded.

Despite the parched grass of the common the President's Picnic was hugely enjoyable, as always, and thankfully we were protected from the scorching midday sun by shade from surrounding trees.  And this came after a photoshoot of our members' cars, carefully positioned to spell the number "60" so that our intrepid drone pilot could photograph them together. Here’s to the next sixty!

